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We want to hear from you! Have an idea for a podcast? A topic that you think
should be covered? Are you a member of a group  in town with a special event
coming up you’d like to share? We want to know! Reach out to Stephanie
Lahtinen with your comments or ideas: podcast@westminster-ma.gov.

Episode 35: Talking About All Things Elections with Town Clerk Jayne Davolio
Meet Westminster’s first appointed Town Clerk, Jayne Davolio! Jayne joins Stephanie to share her experience
and explain voter registration, checking your voting status, early voting, and preparing for the November 3
State Election. Plus, hear the latest Select Board updates, a preview of the November 17 Special Town Meeting,
and reminders about the upcoming Cracker Festival and Halloween festivities.

Episode 36: Fall in Full Swing, Special Town Meeting Preview & Community Connections
Catch up with Town Administrator Stephanie Lahtinen for a recap of the October 19 Select Board meeting, a
preview of November’s Special Town Meeting, and updates on the Woodland Loop water main project and
upcoming election. Plus, big thanks to the Cracker Festival and Farmers Market organizers, a Halloween candy
donation request, Westminster’s first-ever Community Spaghetti Supper, and a call for local artists to exhibit
at Town Hall!

https://music.amazon.es/podcasts/7c75b753-21bf-4e54-972f-956c9443594f/the-town-crier
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-town-crier/id1798745587
https://open.spotify.com/show/6RWQonxaQTLBecXFDlN1Is?si=5b7cafd835044171&nd=1&dlsi=1d44ff72cd8b495d
mailto:podcast@westminster-ma.gov
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4ewSKqJCl82a6nJFTAljCV
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/821/Town-Clerk
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3SEV0MLLOVQuz2urXIs9Wx


REGISTER TO VOTE ONLINE

PRINTED FORM TO REGISTER
TO VOTE BY MAIL

ONLINE APPLICATION
VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT

PRINTED FORM TO APPLY
FOR VOTE BY MAIL

PRINTED FORM TO APPLY FOR
AN ABSENTEE BALLOT BY MAIL

2nd Quarter Real Estate &
Personal Property Tax Bills
are Due November 2nd
FY25 2nd Quarter Real Estate and
Personal Property Tax bills were
mailed with the 1st Quarter bills last
July and are due by Nov. 2, 2026. If
you do not have your bill, please
contact the Treasurer/Collector
Office immediately.

Town Hall hours are Monday 7am -
7pm, Tuesday -Thursday 7:30am to
4:30pm (cash or check only at the
counter), and closed on Fridays.

For your after-hour convenience, we have a locked drop box
located in front of the Town Hall for checks only. Checks are
made payable to the “Town of Westminster”.

You can also pay with a debit or credit card at the Online
Payments link on our Town website (www.westminster-
ma.gov). 

IMPORTANT ELECTION
RELATED LINKS...

IMPORTANT ELECTION
RELATED LINKS...

You can always visit or call
the Town Clerk with additional

questions or concerns!

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/OVR/
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/download/voter-registration-forms/voter-registration_English.pdf
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/download/voter-registration-forms/voter-registration_English.pdf
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/voting-information/vote-by-mail.htm
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/voting-information/vote-by-mail.htm
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/download/vote-by-mail-applications/Vote-by-Mail-Paper-Application-2025.pdf
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/download/vote-by-mail-applications/Vote-by-Mail-Paper-Application-2025.pdf
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/download/absentee-ballot-applications/Absentee-Ballot-Application-English.pdf
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/download/absentee-ballot-applications/Absentee-Ballot-Application-English.pdf
http://www.westminster-ma.gov/
http://www.westminster-ma.gov/
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/821/Town-Clerk


The Westminster Select Board has instituted an
Emergency Home Heating Assistance Program
(EHHAP) for eligible Westminster residents.
Funding for the program is provided from
monies available in the Fred Smith Poor Fund as
well as the Giles Fund. To be eligible, residents
must have lived in Town for the past six months
or longer and must meet income eligibility
guidelines established by the most recent HUD
low-income limits for the Westminster area.
Applicants are able to receive a benefit once
during the season. The EHHAP will be
administered through the Emergency Home
Heating Assistance Committee, appointed by
the Select Board. Information provided will be
kept confidential.

Town Fuel Assistance Apps will be available at
the Senior Center and Town website as of
December 1st!



H A L L O W E E N  H A P P E N I N G S !H A L L O W E E N  H A P P E N I N G S !





From festive holiday decorations to everyday household treasures, your unwanted items might be just
what someone else is looking for! Join us for our Community Holiday Swap! Tables will be set up in the
community room where you can drop off items and browse for something new to take home. Whether
you're looking to refresh your holiday décor, find a useful household item, or simply enjoy the thrill of a
good find, there's something for everyone!

What can you bring?
Gently used holiday decorations for any holiday
Household goods and other useful items someone else might love
All items must be clean, in good working order, and in good to like-new condition. Please do not
bring large appliances, clothing, shoes, electronics, or textiles.

Need a hand unloading? Just pull up, and we’ll be happy to help! Nothing to swap? No problem!
Everyone is welcome to stop by, browse, and take home something new. You don't need to bring
anything to participate! Any unclaimed items will be donated to charity or the Westminster Swap
Shed. Please note that we reserve the right to refuse any items brought to the swap. Let’s give pre-
loved items a new home, uncover a few hidden gems, and share a little community cheer this season! 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH
1:00-3:00PM AT THE SENIOR CENTER

C o m m u n i t y  H o l i d a y  S W a p
Clear Some Space, Find Something New at Our
Community Swap! Ready to declutter and discover
something new? As the holiday season approaches,
take a little time to sort through your home and set
aside items you no longer need.



On October 16th, our Community Senior Center was
truly transformed at our Motown Celebration...

Motown Night Brings the Community Together!

Westminster has recently kicked off a new community
initiative designed to bring residents of all ages
together through fun, social events at the Community
Senior Center - which is NOT just for seniors! One of
the most recent events was our Motown-themed
Community Dance, taking place on Friday, October
16th - and what a night it was!

The Senior Center's social room was completely
transformed into a Motown-inspired nightclub,
complete with black-draped walls, a glowing Motown
sign, a twinkling blue ceiling above the dance floor,
soft lighting, and beautifully decorated tables. Nearly
three hours of classic Motown hits, accompanied by
videos on the big screen, kept the energy going all
evening.

With 60+ guests came out to enjoy the festivities,
many dressed in their best Motown-inspired outfits! It
didn't take long for the dancing to begin—by the
second song, guests were already on their feet, and
the dance floor stayed busy right through the final
number.

The fantastic turnout and enthusiasm made the
evening a wonderful success and a great start to
what we hope will become a series of community
gatherings. Stay tuned for more opportunities to get
together, have fun, and make connections right here
in Westminster!

Want to see a specific type of event? It could be for
kids, tweens, teens, adults or seniors... let us know! We
want to bring you events that you WANT to attend!

SENIOR CENTER HELP...SENIOR CENTER HELP...



POLICE BULLETINPOLICE BULLETIN

You can view all of the reports by visiting our
Police Department Police Bulletin town
webpage or stay up to date by viewing the
latest reports and other police-related
activities on their Facebook Page. 

Check out the latest edition of the Westminster Police Bulletin! 

Members of the Westminster Police Department recently
had the honor of presenting a $700 check to the
Commander of the Westminster VFW, representing
proceeds from the Department’s commemorative 250th
Anniversary Patch Sale. Several members of the
Westminster Police Department and local veterans were
on hand for the presentation.

The commemorative patches were created to recognize
our nation’s 250th anniversary while honoring the
service and sacrifices of the men and women who have
served in the United States Armed Forces.

Westminster Police Department Presents
$700 Donation to Local Veterans

We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to everyone who purchased a patch and supported
this initiative. Your generosity made this donation possible and provided us with another opportunity to
give back to those who have given so much to our country.

On behalf of the Westminster Police Department and the Westminster Police Association, thank you to
our veterans for your service, sacrifice, and continued contributions to our community.

After a lengthy and collaborative process involving
representatives from Montachusett Regional Vocational
Technical School, the Massachusetts Department of
Transportation (MassDOT), and the Fitchburg Police
Department, MassDOT has officially established a school zone
on State Road East in Westminster, extending into Fitchburg.

New signage was recently installed identifying the school zone
and times during which the reduced speed limit is in effect.

Over the next several weeks, officers will be in the area
conducting educational traffic enforcement, with an emphasis
on informing drivers about the new school zone and
encouraging compliance with the posted speed limits.

We appreciate the cooperation and efforts of everyone involved
in making this improvement possible.
Please pay attention to the new signage, be mindful of your
speed, and help us keep our students, school staff, and
motorists safe.

Traffic Safety Update

https://www.westminster-ma.gov/1085/Police-Bulletin
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/1085/Police-Bulletin
https://www.facebook.com/WestminsterPD


Tim Hurd Send Off – On Friday, October 23  at 9:00AM, the Fire
Department officially sends off Tim Hurd after his 43 plus years of
service to the community. Tim began his career in the fire service on
November 17  of 1982 and served the Town uninterrupted until he
reached the mandatory retirement age.

rd

th

Looking at available records, he is the 5  longest serving member of
the Westminster Fire Department just behind some legendary
members who have served over 35 years such as Gibby Parks,
Deputy Chief Jiggs Ahlin, Chief Brent MacAloney, Chief Kevin Nivala
and Deputy Chief Charlie Clarkson. Thank you Tim for your years of
commitment and dedication to Westminster!

th

Ladder Company Training – This month members are conducting Ladder Company Operations training. On the
fire ground ladder companies and engine companies perform distinct different roles. The fire ground is not a free
for all scene where each piece of apparatus does their own thing to put the fire out. The fire ground is a highly
coordinated scene with real life threats which require a core set of tasks to be complete ensuring life safety and
property conservation. At a fire engine and ladder crews work in coordination with each other to perform different
tasks which mutually support one another. 

An engine company is primarily responsible for fire suppression and water supply. Its main functions are to
establish a water source, advancing hose lines, applying water to extinguish the fire, protect exposures, and
supporting other suppression activities such as laying a supply line. A ladder company is primarily responsible for
building access, search, rescue, ventilation, and forcible entry. Ladder crews provide ground and aerial ladders,
search for and remove occupants, open roofs and walls for ventilation, force entry into secured areas, and
perform overhaul to locate hidden fire. While the two companies work closely together, the engine company
generally puts water on the fire, while the ladder company creates access, searches for victims, and supports the
conditions necessary for effective and safe fire attack. Beyond the functional differences each of the different
types of apparatus have a different set of tools and equipment to support their tasks. 

In larger departments firefighters are assigned to a single piece of apparatus and that is their function. In smaller
departments like ours we need to ensure that our firefighters are trained and proficient in each of these tasks.
Firefighters coming back for fires may be asked to staff a ladder or an engine so they need to be able to efficiently
conduct the tasks they are assigned. 



Additional Training – Recently, firefighters trained on the high point rescue
system. Firefighters train daily on specific topics to ensure their skills are
maintained and built upon. This topic was the high point anchor rescue
system. This is a piece of equipment used to assist in firefighter rescue
operations. The system provides an elevated anchor point using a ladder
that allows firefighters to safely control descents, upper-floor evacuations,
and emergency rescue. It is very important for firefighters to be proficient in
the use of the system.

This equipment is particularly important for situations where firefighters
may become trapped or need to be removed from an elevated position due
to deteriorating fire conditions with no other means of escape. The training
is aimed at developing proficiency in rope-based rescue techniques and to
build the confidence and skills performing challenging rescue operations. 







haunted library returns!

https://forbushlibrary.org/calendar-events/calendar
https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/adult-painting-class-2/


Graphic Novel
Book Club 

November 17th
(third Tuesdays), 

4:30-5:30pm 

Grades 3-5

Chapter Book Club
 

November 5th
(first Thursdays)

4-5pm 

Grades K-2

Zumbini with Mindful
Hearts Yoga

November 4  & 18thth

10-10:45am

Ages 0-4

Sponsored by the
Friends of Forbush.

Registration
suggested.

Read with TheraPAWS!
November 20th

4:30-5:30pm

Grades preK+

Sponsored by the Friends
of Forbush. Animals

provided by BePAWSitive
Therapy Pet team.

 

Register in person starting
at 3:30pm on Nov. 20th

FORBUSH CHILD & YOUTH ACTIVITIES!

F O L L O W  U S
S I G N - U P  F O R  O U R  W E E K L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O N  O U R
W E B S I T E :  F O R B U S H L I B R A R Y . O R G !

https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/graphic-novel-book-club-i-grades-3-5-17/
https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/graphic-novel-book-club-i-grades-3-5-17/
https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/chapter-book-book-club-gr-k-2-3/
https://forbushlibrary.org/calendar-events/calendar
https://forbushlibrary.org/calendar-events/calendar
https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/read-with-therapaws-gr-prek/
https://forbushlibrary.org/what-we-offer/online-resources
https://westminster.cwmars.org/MyAccount/MyList/35868
https://www.facebook.com/ForbushMemorialLibrary
http://forbushlibrary.org/


OAKMONT MARCHING BAND INVITATIONAL
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31ST

TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 3

WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER 11

THURSDAY/FRIDAY
NOVEMBER 26-27

WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 25
EARLY RELEASE!

ALL GRADES!

2026-2027
DISTRICT

CALENDAR
CLICK
HERE

https://www.awrsd.org/
https://oak.awrsd.org/
https://montytech.net/
https://oms.awrsd.org/
https://www.jrb.awrsd.org/
https://www.mhs.awrsd.org/
https://awrsd.nutrislice.com/menu
https://awrsd.org/355083_2
https://awrsd.org/355083_2




Welcome to our New Director of Elder Services at the Council on Aging
and Senior Center  - Kailee Moorshead!

We are excited to welcome Kailee Moorshead to our team as
the new Director of Elder Services! Kailee brings nine years of
hospitality experience, specializing in booking, planning, and
coordinating events, along with a Master’s degree in
Administration and Leadership and a Master’s degree in
Nursing. Her diverse background and passion for serving others
will help her create a Senior Center that is fun, welcoming, and
engaging for everyone.

Kailee looks forward to introducing exciting new events and
activities, creating opportunities for social connection, and
continuing to bring in helpful vendors and valuable resources to
meet the diverse needs of our senior community. She is excited
to get to know everyone.

Outside of work, Kailee is a proud wife, and mom of two young
children and enjoys spending time with her family. She is thrilled
to be part of the team and looks forward to building wonderful
relationships and making a positive impact in the community!

FOR OUR SENIORS



EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

B O A R D  A N D  C O M M I T T E E  V A C A N C I E S

IT’S DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME!
to turn your clocks back one hour
on Sunday, November 1st at 2AM!

TOWN HALL HOLIDAY CLOSURES
The Town Hall will be CLOSED on Wednesday, November 11 for Veteran’s

Day and Thursday & Friday, November 26 & 27 for the Thanksgiving.

CLICK THE CALENDAR BELOW TO ACCESS OUR TOWN MEETINGS

https://www.westminster-ma.gov/
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/human-resources/pages/current-job-openings
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/698/Board-and-Committee-Vacancies
https://www.facebook.com/westminsterfd
https://www.facebook.com/WestminsterPD
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/1078/Stay-Informed
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/1078/Stay-Informed
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/Index/360
https://unipaygold.unibank.com/default.aspx
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/850/Permits-Forms-Applications
https://awcm.org/
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