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Connecting and Building Community

WES TM I N S T E R - MA . GOV Get Ready To Celebrate!

This October marks the
10th Annual Westminster
Cracker Festival!

Since 2015, thousands
have filled the Village
Center on the 3rd
Saturday of October for a
day packed with food,
music, vendors, contests,
events, and plenty of
hometown fun.

Hosted by the
Westminster Village
Foundation,  it’s our way
of showing off all the
charm and spirit
Westminster has to offer!
The festival helps keep
our community thriving—
because nothing brings
people together like a
lively downtown full of
laughter, local flavor, and
shared memories.

Proceeds go right back
into supporting our town,
so every smile and every
dance step makes a
difference.

So grab your family, call
your friends, and come
be part of this
unforgettable community
tradition. Trust us—you
don’t want to miss it!

https://www.google.com/search?q=westminster+town+hall&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1066US1066&oq=westminster+town+hall&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyEAgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBwgCEAAYgAQyDQgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEAAYgAQyBggHEEUYPNIBCDMyMzFqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/webforms/contact-us
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/




Join us as we officially welcome our new Police Chief, followed by a community meet-and-greet
with refreshments. This is a wonderful opportunity to show your support and get to know the newest
member of our police department and public safety team.

Matt LeMay has over 28 years of experience in law enforcements. He most
recently served as a Captain with the Fitchburg Police Department.
According to his his LinkedIn profile, he is deeply committed to building
strong relationships, enhancing department operations, and promoting
transparency, trust, and accountability in policing. 

LeMay has led many larger-scale events, including Fitchburg’s first Black
Lives Matter demonstration and university operations, developed long-term
strategic plans, implemented body-worn camera programs, modernized
internal systems, and fostered collaborative public health initiatives.

He claims to bring a progressive, ethical approach to law enforcement
leadership grounded in operational excellence, inclusion, and community
engagement.

He is certified through the FBI-LEEDA Trilogy and is a holder of a Master’s in
Criminal Justice.

“I approach every challenge with a strategic mindset, compassion for the
community, and a drive for continuous improvement.”

After many rounds of
interviews, the Westminster

Select Board ultimately
decided that LeMay would
be our best next choice for

Police Chief.



A NICE
REMINDER
FROM OUR
LOCAL CUB
SCOUTS!

YOU NEVER
‌KNOW WHAT

‌SOMEONE ELSE
‌IS GOING

‌THROUGH. A
‌SMILE IS AN
‌EASY WAY TO
‌SAY YOU CARE

‌IN THE
‌SMALLEST OF

‌WAYS!



 J O I N  U S  A T  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S
C R A C K E R  F E S T I V A L !

D R O P  A  C A N D Y  O R  T O Y
D O N A T I O N  I N  O U R

T R U N K  F O R  T H E
H A L L O W E E N  E V E N T !

NEW THIS YEAR! ADD ‌A VISIT TO‌
‌FORBUSH‌ TO YOUR HALLOWEEN

NIGHT SCHEDULE!‌



T U E - T H U :  1 0 A M - 8 P M
F R I :  1 0 A M - 5 P M   |   S A T :  9 A M - 2 P M

S U N  &  M O N :  C L O S E D

S I G N - U P  F O R  O U R  W E E K L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O N  O U R  W E B S I T E :  F O R B U S H L I B R A R Y . O R G !

https://www.facebook.com/ForbushMemorialLibrary
https://forbushlibrary.org/
http://forbushlibrary.org/


Episode 14 – Health Director Abby Conlin

Recently on The Town Crier, Health Director Abby
Conlin joins us to cover flu clinics, rodent concerns,
home kitchen permitting for local bakers and food
enthusiasts, and the everyday permits handled by
the Health Department. We also dig into well water
vs. town water, Title 5 bedroom rules, the new ADU
bylaw, and seasonal reminders on ticks and
mosquitoes. Abby shares the latest on PFAS and
how residents can get answers to their water
quality related questions. We’ll wrap with a
summer send-off and a look ahead to the MBTA
Communities Special Town Meeting on September
16 regarding MBTA Communities Zoning.

We want to hear from you!
Have an idea for a podcast? A topic that you think should
be covered in an upcoming episode? Are you a member
of a club or group  in town with a special event coming
up you’d like to share? We want to know! Please reach out
to Stephanie Lahtinen with your comments or ideas:
podcast@westminster-ma.gov.

N E W  E P I S O D E S  E V E R Y  T W O  W E E K S !  L I S T E N  I N
W H E R E  Y O U  G E T  Y O U R  P O D C A S T S :  

Hosted by Town Administrator Stephanie Lahtinen

~  R E C E N T  E P I S O D E S ~

https://open.spotify.com/show/6RWQonxaQTLBecXFDlN1Is?si=5b7cafd835044171&nd=1&dlsi=1d44ff72cd8b495d
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-town-crier/id1798745587
https://music.amazon.es/podcasts/7c75b753-21bf-4e54-972f-956c9443594f/the-town-crier
mailto:podcast@westminster-ma.gov


NEWS!
FIRE DEPT

9/11 Ceremonies – This September 11
marked the 24  Anniversary of the 9/11
Terrorist Attacks. We held our annual
ceremonies with a special dedication. Chief
Tamulen with considerable assistance from
the Maintenance Staff and DPW re-dedicated
the memorials to Officer Nivala and Officer
Jupin who were both killed in the Line of Duty
serving the Town of Westminster. If you were
not able to make it to the ceremonies, I
encourage everyone to visit the new location
and pay their respects. 

th

th

Tolling of the Bell

Long before telephones and radios, fire departments used
the telegraph to communicate. When the handle was pulled
on the once-familiar red fire alarm boxes found on nearly
every street corner of America, a special code was
transmitted to every fire station.

When a firefighter died in the line of duty, the fire alarm office
would tap out a special signal. That signal was five measured
dashes, then a pause, then five measured dashes, another
pause…then five more dashes. This became universally
known as the Tolling of the Bell and was broadcast over all
telegraph fire alarm circuits. This signal was a sign of honor
and respect for all firefighters who had made the ultimate
sacrifice and has become a time-honored tradition.

The symbolism of the "four fives" represents: 

The end of duty. In the days of bell commands, a bell
ringing signaled the start and end of a tour of duty or an
emergency call. The repeated sequence of five bells
signals that a firefighter's watch has ended and they are
returning to quarters for the last time.
A final sign-off. The code is a symbolic "last alarm," a final
announcement that a firefighter's service has concluded.
A signal of respect. The ceremony is a solemn way for
firefighters and the community to acknowledge the
sacrifice of those who have died. 



Old Town Hall – The following photograph is
from the Old Town Hall taken during an
inspection. In this part of their construction,
they have installed steel beams to support the
floor above. This will allow them to do the
foundation and structural work to bring the
building to code. This phase of their project will
include installing footings, a basement and
basement slab so they can install future
structural components throughout the building. 

Senior Housing – As the final
inspections start to wrap up,
one additional step that we
have added to these large
projects is apartment marking.
We have added the
requirements to place markings
at the floor level annotating the
apartment number. The building
is fully equipped with a fire
alarm and sprinkler system.
Should there ever be a fire at
this location the sprinklers will
activate. Once that happens
water turns to steam at a 1,700:1
ratio meaning for every square
foot of water there will be 1,700
square feet of steam. Placing
markings at the floor level will
allow firefighters to be more
efficient identifying apartments
during search, rescue and
suppression operations while
crawling down the hallway.

A T  T H E  W E S T M I N S T E R  S E N I O R
C E N T E R



Every Tuesday!
Appointment Times:  9:00AM-12:30PM

$20 Haircut | $25 Haircut & Blow Dry
$5 Beard/Mustache Trim

(hair washing services are unavailable)
$30 Manicure |  $50 Pedicure
Both Men & Women welcome!

Offering Hair & Manicure/Pedicure Services!

Goodbye Vanessa, but hello Debbie! The
Senior Center staff and clients would like to
thank Vanessa for opening the doors to our
very successful Foot Care Clinic! We are
forever grateful and wish her well. We’d like
to give Debbie Giniewicz (BSN, RN) a warm
welcome! She looks forward to meeting
everyone. Appointments will be offers on
the 2  and 4  Wednesdays of the month!nd th

Wednesdays
Sept. 10 & 24

HOURS:
9:00AM-3:00PM

COST: $45
cash, check, card

Foot Care
Clinic

HAPPENING AT THE
SENIOR CENTER!‌



 MONDAY, OCT. 13TH
COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY

ALL GRADES!

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 8TH
EARLY RELEASE!

ALL GRADES!

Stay in the know!
click any of the schools
‌to bring you directly to
‌that school’s webpage!

Support your Oakmont Spartans
and Overlook Eagles !

View all of the athletic team
‌schedules HERE!

Chromebook insurance is available
‌for all students! Please visit your
‌MSB page or contact your school

‌for more information!

https://www.mhs.awrsd.org/
https://awrsd.org/
https://www.oms.awrsd.org/
https://www.oak.awrsd.org/
https://www.jrb.awrsd.org/
https://awcm.org/awcm-sports-on-demand/
https://www.oak.awrsd.org/athletics-2
https://www.oak.awrsd.org/athletics-2


T H E  M A R K E T
C O N T I N U E S

E V E R Y  F R I D AY
T H R O U G H

O C T O B E R  1 7 T H

O C T O B E R  1 7  -  T H E  W E S T M I N S T E R
S T R U M M E R S  P E R F O R M

T H



Please note that the Town Hall will no
longer be offering free covid testing tests.
The state of massachusetts will no longer
be providing them free fo charge. our
board of health is looking into other
options, but if you do not see tests at the
town hall, please understand that at this
time we are unable to offer them. please
contact your doctor or local drugstore for
additional assistance. thank you!

As the seasons change and both allergies and illnesses start
to increase, please remember to stay home or out of
crowded public spaces when sick. This goes a long way to
ensuring the safety of others who may be compromised.





Westminster Cultural Council
This year the Westminster Cultural Council will distribute over $12,000 in grants for community-
oriented arts, humanities,sciences, technology, visual and performing arts, and history. Funds can
be used for a variety of projects and activities in Westminster including exhibits, festivals, short-
term artist residencies, workshops, lectures, performances, etc. These programs can service
children, teens, adults, or our elderly. Previously funded projects include music events at the
Community Senior Center, cultural programs in town schools, entertainment at the Farmer’s
Market, various programs at the Forbush Memorial Library, and so much more!

We are grateful to all who participated in our “2025 Cultural Needs Survey” which provided us with
valuable information. We heard that you want to prioritize funding for: * Music, theater and dance
events * Food and gardening programs * History programs * Science, technology, engineering,
and math activities * Programs for teens and young adults WE NEED YOUR HELP! The Cultural
Council can only fund projects if we receive applications for them. We always encourage
successful past projects to submit in future years, but if you know of someone who could offer our
community an opportunity related to one of the priorities, please encourage them to apply to us.

Grant applications are available through the Massachusetts Cultural Council as of Sept. 2, 2025 at:
https://massculturalcouncil.org/communities/local-cultural-council-program/application-
process/

The online process must be completed by Thursday, October, 16, 2025.

For details about the Westminster Cultural Council and the results of the “Needs Survey” indicating
the types of programs the community would enjoy, please visit:
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/cultural-council

Applicants are welcome to reach out to local contacts Sammi Dawley scdawley@yahoo.com and
Pat Gendron pgendron@yahoo.com.

Seeks Funding Proposals

https://massculturalcouncil.org/communities/local-cultural-council-program/application-process/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/communities/local-cultural-council-program/application-process/
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/cultural-council
mailto:scdawley@yahoo.com
mailto:pgendron@yahoo.com


Little ArtGallery
At the Town Hall

C u r r e n t l y  F e a t u r e d
A r t i s t :  D e n  P o i t r a s

D e n  w a s  b o r n  i n  1 9 5 0  a n d
r a i s e d  i n  F i t c h b u r g ,
e v e n t u a l l y  s e t t l i n g  i n
A s h b u r n h a m  a f t e r
t r a v e l i n g  o u t  w e s t .  H e
t a u g h t  a r t  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s
w h i l e  h o n i n g  h i s  o w n
c r e a t i v i t y .  D e n ’ s  a r t  i s
“ o n e - o f - a - k i n d ! ”  I t ’ s  a
r e l i e f  c o l l a g e  o f  o l d  a n d
n e w  o r  a n t i q u e  m a n m a d e
o r  n a t u r e  m a d e  f o u n d
o b j e c t s ,  p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  a
p o t p o u r r i  o f  m y s t e r y ,  g r a c e
a n d  b e a u t y  t h a t  t e l l  a
d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  t o  e v e r y o n e
w h e n  s t u d i e s  a n d  l o o k e d
a t .  I t  c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d ,  a s
D e n  p u t s  i t ,  a s :  “ P a i n t e d
F o u n d - O b j e c t s  S h a d o w  B o x
S u r r e a l i s m .

S a i d  b e s t  b y  D e n
h i m s e l f ,  “ A s  y o u
p o n d e r  m y  a r t ,
l e t  y o u r  h e a r t  b e
y o u r  g u i d e ,
a w a k e n  y o u r
a w e ,  a n d  d o n ’ t
f o r g e t  y o u r
s e n s e  o f  h u m o r
b e c a u s e  m o s t  o f
m y  s t u f f  i s
d o w n r i g h t
f u n n y ! ”  



SOLID WASTE DROP-OFF CENTER
165 Fitchburg Road - Route 31 Westminster
HOURS:
Monday: 7:30am-3pm
Tuesday-Thursday: Closed
Friday: 7:30am-3pm
Saturday: 7:30am-1pm
Sunday: 9:00am-1pm

*Please check the town website or sign up for town
alerts in the case of closures due to weather, etc.

Click below to bring you to our
Town Calendar page or

(https://www.westminster-
ma.gov/calendar/month)

www.westminster-ma.gov/human-
resources/pages/current-positions

www.westminster-ma.gov

TOWN HALL HOURS
Monday: 7:00am–7:00pm
Tue-Thur: 7:30am–4:30pm

Friday: CLOSED

TOWN HALL
11 SOUTH STREET

WESTMINSTER, MA 01473
EMAIL US

B O A R D  A N D  C O M M I T T E E  V A C A N C I E S :  C L I C K  H E R E !

Stay up to date on
our recent meetings

and upcoming
agendas. 

CLOSED MONDAY OCT. 13TH

Share Your Story...
Have news to share? We'd love to hear from you!
Reach out to our Community Services Director,
Audra Kirtland, at akirtland@westminster-ma.gov.
Please note: While we welcome your submissions,
the Town reserves the right to decide what gets
published.

2ND QUARTER REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL
PROPERTY TAXES ARE DUE NOVEMBER
3RD!

https://www.westminster-ma.gov/human-resources/pages/current-job-openings
https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/43ADECD1CCF1
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/subscribe
https://awcm.org/
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/minutes-and-agendas
https://www.facebook.com/westminsterfd
https://www.facebook.com/WestminsterPD
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/calendar/month
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/calendar/month
http://www.westminster-ma.gov/human-resources/pages/current-positions
http://www.westminster-ma.gov/human-resources/pages/current-positions
http://www.westminster-ma.gov/
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/webforms/contact-us
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/select-board-town-administrator/pages/board-and-committee-vacancies

