
Westminster’s Town Benefit Day Returns — Bigger, Bolder,
and Better Than Ever!

Save the date! Sunday, August 10, 2025, from 11 AM to 5 PM,
Westminster’s beloved Town Benefit Day is back on
Academy Hill, packed with familiar favorites and exciting
new attractions. Hosted by Neighbors Helping Neighbors
(NHN), this annual tradition celebrates community,
generosity, and fun for all ages.

What’s Back: Fan-favorites are returning, including the
Benefit Boutique, Muffin Pan Game, Pull Tabs, Kids Flea
Market, 5K Road Race with Zen Yoga & Wellness, Chinese &
Over-the-Top Auctions, School Supply Store, Kids’ Carnival
Games, and the always competitive Teen Challenges Fast
Pitch Contest.

What’s New: This year brings fresh thrills! Enjoy a 360 Photo
Booth, beautiful henna tattoos by a local artist, and the big
new challenge — a mechanical bull brought to you by
Westminster Parks & Rec! Test your skills and compete for
the longest ride in male and female categories.

Food & Entertainment: Enjoy delicious options from local
food trucks, the Congregational Church’s famous strawberry
shortcake, and fried dough from the Westminster Fire
Department. Live music by Westminster’s own Fred Ellsworth
will keep the energy high all day long.

Want to Help? NHN is still accepting auction donations and
looking for volunteers to assist with setup, booths, and
activities. Whether you have an hour or the whole day, your
help makes a difference.

Keep an eye out for the NHN team — they’ll be outside
Vincent’s Country Store every weekend leading up to the
event, selling their signature tie-dye t-shirts, including this
year’s new design!

For the latest updates, follow Neighbors Helping Neighbors
– Westminster MA on Facebook. Let’s make this year’s
Benefit Day the best one yet! Admission is free, and all are
welcome! We can’t wait to see you there!
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Connecting and Building Community

https://www.westminster-ma.gov/
https://www.google.com/search?q=westminster+town+hall&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1066US1066&oq=westminster+town+hall&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyEAgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBwgCEAAYgAQyDQgDEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEAAYgAQyBggHEEUYPNIBCDMyMzFqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/webforms/contact-us




Park!Park!
Academy HillAcademy Hill



Join us this July for 5 straight weeks of
music on Academy Hill with our Town
Band! Bring your chairs or blankets and
relax from 7-9pm. The show is free and
baked goods and treats will be for sale.
Dates for this year’s concerts are: July
9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th and August 6th.
Rain dates will be Thursdays the day
after, if necessary. Stay up to date with
information, delays or cancellations by
visiting the band’s FB page:
facebook.com/westminstertownband

Join Us in Creating Fun, Engaging Community Events!
The Parks and Recreation Department is excited to invite
YOU to be a part of planning and organizing events that
bring our community together. Whether you want to share
ideas, volunteer your time, or offer your services, we would
love to have your input!

We meet on the 1st Monday of every month at 6:30 PM at the
Town Hall, and we’d be thrilled if you could join us. Your
presence and contributions will make a real difference!

Have questions or want to get involved? Feel free to reach
out to Audra at akirtland@westminster-ma.gov. Let’s make
something amazing happen together!

http://www.facebook.com/westminstertownband/


Vendor Application

Westminster
Cracker Festival

5K

Register Here to
Walk or Run

2025 DATES OF OPERATION:
Open Daily June 23rd-
August 24th
Open Weekends only
August 30-September 1
and September 6-7

2025 HOURS OF OPERATION:
10AM-8PM Opening Day
to August 11th
10AM-7PM August 12th to
Closing Day

*Hours/days of operation may
be adjusted due to weather or
decisions made by the Crocker
Pond Recreation Area
Committee

SEE UPCOMING EVENTS
HERE

Check out the 2025 list of
Wachusett Mountain Fall
Festivals and Events!

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f74da62e5399c45b11fcb67/t/65f205a184cbf15d32c2fd62/1710359969633/vendor+applicator+2024.pdf
https://runsignup.com/Race/MA/Westminster/WestminsterCrackerFestival5K
https://runsignup.com/Race/MA/Westminster/WestminsterCrackerFestival5K
https://www.wachusett.com/events/
https://www.wachusett.com/events/


FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL - GRADES 1-12
MONDAY, AUGUST 25TH

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL - KINDERGARTEN
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27TH

FRIDAY, AUGUST 29  &
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH

TH

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
ALL GRADES!

SCHOOL
SUPPLIES!

DON’T FORGET THAT YOU CAN GET MANY,
IF NOT MOST, IF NOT ALL OF YOUR
SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR THE COMING YEAR
AT THE NHN BENEFIT ON SUNDAY, AUGUST
10TH ON ACADEMY HILL FROM 11AM-5PM!

https://awrsd.org/
https://awrsd.org/school-year-25-26-calendar


T U E - T H U :  1 0 A M - 8 P M
F R I :  1 0 A M - 5 P M   |   S A T :  9 A M - 2 P M

S U N  &  M O N :  C L O S E D

S I G N - U P  F O R  O U R  W E E K L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O N  O U R  W E B S I T E :  F O R B U S H L I B R A R Y . O R G !

The Forbush Memorial Library has been richly endowed
with artistic and historical collections, much of which is
displayed throughout the library. Our collections are also
available for research purposes. Contact the Library
Director for more information.

https://www.facebook.com/ForbushMemorialLibrary
https://forbushlibrary.org/
https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/cookbook-club-how-to-cook-everything-the-basics-by-mark-bittman/
https://libraryc.org/forbushlibrary
https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/teen-art/
https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/book-craft-with-bethanne/
https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/open-house-for-sue-y/
http://forbushlibrary.org/
https://forbushlibrary.org/about/staff-directory
https://forbushlibrary.org/about/staff-directory


BUT WAIT, THERE’S
MORE...

https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/summer-reading-wrap-party/
https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/game-time-with-storyteller-diane-edgecomb-2/
https://forbushlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/read-craft-with-monty/
https://forbushlibrary.org/


NEWS!
FIRE DEPT

200  Ceremony – Saturday the department held the 200  Anniversary Ceremony and Re-
dedication of the Fire and Police Monuments. Thank you to all past and present members who
attended the event. 

th th

Re-Dedication of Fire/Police Monuments – Thank you
to all of those who helped with the monument move
over the past few weeks. The DPW assisted us with
pouring the foundations and moving the monuments.
Randy and Marty spent quite a bit of time working to
clean the monuments and painting of the area. The
firefighters on shift were able to cut in the bed, install
the edging and mulch. This consolidated the fire and
police monuments into a visible location to honor the
work these individuals do on a daily basis. 

This Saturday July 12  we will have a re-dedication
ceremony for the monuments and invite all members
both present and previous to the station for the event.
We will have some brief remarks at the monuments and
take a group photo to commemorate the event, light
refreshments will be served. 

th



NEWS!
FIRE DEPT

Handtub Muster - On August 16  we will be hosting
a hand tub muster which will be held at the
Westminster Elementary School as part of our
continuing 200  Anniversary celebration. This will be
a great event and pays homage to the history of the
fire service. Prior to motorized apparatus hand tubs
were the means firefighters used to pump water to
extinguish fires. 

th

th

In the United States Hand Tubs began to gain
prominence in the 1700’s with Boston acquiring their
first, hand tub in 1721. As time went on, larger cities
began to switch to steam powered fire apparatus,
later motorize apparatus; but in rural areas hand
tubs remained in service into the early 1900’s. In the
United States there were a few major manufactures
such as the Hunneman and Company, Button Fire
Engine Works and Perkins and Company who
produced hand tubs. 

Our “Always Ready” was purchased by the Town in
1849 and was produced by the Hunneman and
Company. It was the 376  hand tub produced by
them out of a total of 716 built in Revere. It served in
the Narrows Road area, later on South St before
being moved to Main St where it remained in service
into the early 1900’s. It was eventually replaced by
the first motorized fire engine when it was
purchased by the Firefighters Association where it
remains today. 

th

In 2006 it was meticulously restored by Lt. Clay
Swenor to its original condition and is still capable of
operating today. William Hunneman founded the
company in 1792 which produced hand tubs up to
1883. He apprenticed and worked for none other
than Paul Revere learning the metalsmith trade. This
is an iconic piece of fire service history and will be on
display this weekend at our 200  Ceremony.th

To put into perspective when the Westminster Fire
Department was founded there was a total of 24
States in the Union and the Westward Expansion was
in full swing. It would be 36 years after the founding
of the department before the American Civil War
broke out. The Boston Fire Department is generally
considered the oldest Fire Department in the country
being founded in 1678. Outside of larger municipal
fire departments Westminster is generally accepted
as being one of the 15  oldest organized volunteer
fire companies in the United States.   

th



NEWS!
FIRE DEPT

Parks and Rec Water Day – Thursday
afternoon we were able to participate
in the Parks and Rec Water Day.
Firefighters bring one of the trucks over
and set up a hose stream, ultimately,
we win the water gun fight every year!
This is an amazing tradition for the
Parks & Rec Summer Program! The kids
look forward to it every year as part of
the Water Week program!

E-Bike Fire – On Thursday afternoon Engine 1 was
dispatched to an address on Bathrick Rd for an E-Bike
on fire in the driveway. E1 arrived and found the bike well
involved in the driveway and extinguished the fire. With
the popularity of electric powered bikes and scooters
there are risks involved, see the attached flyer from the
NFPA for more info. 

Here in Massachusetts we have seen an increase in
battery fires. The following video was collected from
Onset. It is a good video that shows how quickly these
fires develop and the amount of toxic smoke that is
produced. WATCH: Fire erupts at Onset hobby shop,
likely caused by lithium-ion batteries  

Daily Training – As part of the
weekly check firefighters
trained on ladder operations
with the goal of setting up the
ladder and being able to lower
one cone onto the other cone.
This requires quite a bit of fine
movement skills that need to be
trained on consistently. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PgnfKJ_CtA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PgnfKJ_CtA4


Join our Police Department for their 54  Bike
Rodeo!

th

You're Invited to the Westminster Police Bike
Rodeo! 

The Westminster Police Department, in
partnership with MassBike is excited to host a Bike
Rodeo for kids and families in our community!

 Date: Tuesday, August 5, 2025
 Time: 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

 Location: Westminster Elementary School
This fun, free event is a great opportunity for
children Pre-K to 12 years old to learn important
bicycle safety skills in a relaxed and supportive
environment. Activities will include:

 Helmet fitting and safety checks
 Bike safety inspections

 Riding skills and obstacle course
 Tips on how to share the road safely

Whether your child is new to biking or already a pro on two wheels, this rodeo is a great way to build
confidence, learn good habits, and have a blast with friends and neighbors!

Hosted by Officer Max Rameau and the Westminster Police Department

Space is limited! To sign up, email Officer Rameau at: mrameau@westminster-ma.gov

mailto:mrameau@westminster-ma.gov


Ep #10: Summer Safety: Fire & Police Talk Shop!

Happy Fourth of July, Westminster! In this special
holiday episode, Stephanie sits down with Fire
Chief Kyle Butterfield and Acting Police Chief Jason
Tamulen, for a full rundown of practical tips to keep
your family safe this summer. From fireworks rules
and backyard fire and water safety, heatwave
preparedness, and what to do during large
gatherings. 

Plus, get the latest on, Academy Hill Park soft
opening, Woo Sox Town Takeover Night on July 31st,
Westminster Town Band summer concerts, Fire
Department’s 200th Anniversary events, Road
construction updates, trail volunteer opportunities,
and more to help you plan your July. Stay
informed, stay safe, and celebrate responsibly!

Ep #11: Dollars & Sense: Understand Your Tax Bill!

In this episode of The Town Crier,
Treasurer/Collector Melinda Horrigan joins us to
break down how your tax bills are calculated, when
and how to pay them, and what to do if you fall
behind. We cover real estate taxes, motor vehicle
excise tax, online payment options, and common
myths residents often have about the process.

Plus, Academy Hill Park is officially open! After a
soft opening on July 5, families can now enjoy the
new climbing structures, slides, and picnic areas.
We share rules for using the park and details on
temporary parking while the finishing touches are
completed.

Ep #12: Master Plan Update & MBTA Communities
Explained!

In this episode, we’re joined by Planning Director
Ryan Doherty for an in-depth look at two of big
topics in Westminster: the Master Plan Update and
the upcoming MBTA Communities zoning article.
Ryan walks us through how residents can get
involved, key dates, the survey currently underway,
and a lot of important details about the MBTA
Communities law.

We also recap the Fire Department’s 200th
anniversary celebration, monument rededication,
and recent Select Board updates on the Police
Chief hiring process. For more information and
helpful FAQs about the MBTA Communities zoning
initiative, visit: https://www.westminster-
ma.gov/planning-department/pages/mbta-
communities3a-information

We want to hear from you!
Have an idea for a podcast? A topic that you think should
be covered in an upcoming episode? Are you a member
of a club or group  in town with a special event coming
up you’d like to share? We want to know! Please reach out
to Stephanie Lahtinen with your comments or ideas:
podcast@westminster-ma.gov.

N E W  E P I S O D E S  E V E R Y  T W O  W E E K S !  L I S T E N  I N
W H E R E  Y O U  G E T  Y O U R  P O D C A S T S :  

Hosted by Town Administrator Stephanie Lahtinen

Keeping Westminster informed one episode at a time.

Welcome to The Town Crier, Westminster’s official
municipal podcast! Hosted by Town Administrator
Stephanie Lahtinen, this podcast brings you the latest
town news, upcoming projects, and behind-the-
scenes insights straight from the people who help
keep Westminster running. Whether you’re curious
about town decisions, want to hear from local
leaders, or just love staying in the know, The Town
Crier is your go-to source for reliable and engaging
updates. 

The Town Crier is available at www.westminster-
ma.gov, Apple Podcasts, Spotify and the AWCM
website. Like, listen and please subscribe for a
notification every time a new episode posts! Tune in,
stay informed, and be part of the conversation by
submitting your questions to podcast@westminster-
ma.gov!

~  R E C E N T  E P I S O D E S ~

mailto:podcast@westminster-ma.gov
https://open.spotify.com/show/6RWQonxaQTLBecXFDlN1Is?si=5b7cafd835044171&nd=1&dlsi=1d44ff72cd8b495d
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-town-crier/id1798745587
https://music.amazon.es/podcasts/7c75b753-21bf-4e54-972f-956c9443594f/the-town-crier


1st Quarter Real Estate & Personal Property Taxes due
August 4th, 2025

FY26 1st & 2nd Quarter Real Estate and Personal Property
Tax bills have been mailed out. The 1st Quarter tax is due
Aug 4, 2025 and the 2nd Quarter tax is due Nov 3, 2025. If
you do not receive your bill in the mail, please contact
the Treasurer/Collector Office.

Town Hall hours are Monday 7:00am - 7:00pm, Tuesday
-Thursday 7:30am to 4:30pm (cash or check only at the
counter), and closed on Fridays. For your after-hour
convenience, we have a locked drop box located in front
of the Town Hall for checks only. Checks are made
payable to the “Town of Westminster”.

You can also pay with a debit or credit card at the
Online Payments link on our Town website
(www.westminster-ma.gov). 

FY26 1st Qtr Water/Sewer Bills are Due August 18th

FY26 The Qtr 1 Water/Sewer bills have been mailed and
are due by Monday, August 18, 2025.

Town Hall hours are Monday 7:00am – 7:00pm, Tuesday
through Thursday 7:30am - 4:30pm, and closed on
Fridays (cash or check at the counter). For your after-
hour convenience, we have a locked drop box located in
front of the Town Hall for checks only. Checks are made
payable to the “Town of Westminster”. You can also pay
with a debit or credit card at the Online Payments tab
on our Town website (www.westminster-ma.gov), until
midnight of the due date. If you do not receive your bill,
please contact the Treasurer/Collector’s Office.

If you have any questions regarding billing dates, rates,
or usage, please contact the Dept. of Public Works
directly at 978-874-5572. The office hours at the DPW
are 7:00am to 3:30pm, Monday through Friday.   

H A V E  Y O U  V I S I T E D  Y E T ! ?
Welcome to The Vice!

Westminster’s newest dining option! Visit the
Vice to enjoy a tasty variety of some of their
favorite vices, including Herrell's ice cream,
Dean's Beans coffee & espresso, Smith's
Country cheese and Boar's Head meats in
their renovated 1800's barn. 

The friendly staff is there to provide you with a
fun experience while you indulge in a special
treat (or two!) Come in, relax and enjoy! Visit!

https://www.thevice.biz/_files/ugd/9aaedb_96c920dd7ccd4f8da8bf41aac9bdac4f.pdf
http://www.westminster-ma.gov/
http://www.westminster-ma.gov/
https://www.thevice.biz/


Click below to bring you to our
Town Calendar page or

(https://www.westminster-
ma.gov/calendar/month)

www.westminster-ma.gov/human-
resources/pages/current-positions

www.westminster-ma.gov

TOWN HALL HOURS
Monday: 7:00am–7:00pm
Tue-Thur: 7:30am–4:30pm

Friday: CLOSED

TOWN HALL
11 SOUTH STREET

WESTMINSTER, MA 01473
EMAIL US

B O A R D  A N D  C O M M I T T E E  V A C A N C I E S :  C L I C K  H E R E !

Stay up to date on
our recent meetings

and upcoming
agendas. 

Council on Aging NEWSLETTER!

A reminder that the Council on Aging
Senior Newsletter is now being sent out
in a separate email from the Town
Sentinel. It is full of activities and
events suitable for many members of
our community, not just our senior
population. Be sure to check it out!

SOLID WASTE DROP-OFF CENTER
165 Fitchburg Road - Route 31 Westminster

HOURS:
Monday: 7:30am-3pm
Tuesday-Thursday: Closed
Friday: 7:30am-3pm
Saturday: 7:30am-1pm
Sunday: 9:00am-1pm *Please check the town website or sign up for town alerts in

the case of closures due to weather, etc.

Our DPW crew, along with our Police Department are working hard to keep our roads safe for all.
For the latest construction projects, including any road detours or closures, please visit the
following pages: www.facebook.com/WestminsterDPW or www.facebook.com/WestminsterPD

DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS

https://www.westminster-ma.gov/human-resources/pages/current-job-openings
https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/43ADECD1CCF1
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/subscribe
https://awcm.org/
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/minutes-and-agendas
https://www.facebook.com/westminsterfd
https://www.facebook.com/WestminsterPD
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/calendar/month
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/calendar/month
http://www.westminster-ma.gov/human-resources/pages/current-positions
http://www.westminster-ma.gov/human-resources/pages/current-positions
http://www.westminster-ma.gov/
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/webforms/contact-us
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/select-board-town-administrator/pages/board-and-committee-vacancies

