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ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. CALL OF THE ROLL OF COUNCILLORS 
 
III. OPENING PRAYER 

 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 V. ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETING RECORDINGS 
 

Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to 
reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the 
meeting.  Any person intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith.  All documents and exhibits used or referenced at the 
meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become part of the Meeting Minutes. 

 
VI. READING OF MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING(S) 

• February 3, 2025, Regular Meeting 
  
VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
   
IX. PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
 
X. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES  
 
 
 
 
 

COUNCILLORS AT LARGE 
Calvin D. Brooks 
Craig R. Cormier 

Brad E. Heglin 
Elizabeth J. Kazinskas 

Judy A. Mack 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
George C. Tyros 

 

City of Gardner Massachusetts 
~~~~~~~ 

CALENDAR FOR THE MEETING 
of 

MONDAY, APRIL7, 2025 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 

7:30 P.M. 
 

WARD COUNCILLORS 
1 – David R. Thibault-Muñoz 
2 – Dana M. Heath 
3 – Paul G. Tassone 
4 – Karen G. Hardern 
5 – Aleksander H. Dernalowicz, Esq. 
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 SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

11466 – A Request from Councillor Karen Hardern to have an Informal Meeting with 
Montachusett Regional Transit Authority (MART) to discuss Rider and 
Pedestrian Safety and Route Utilization and Ridership. Page 9 

 
 11478 – Application for Motor Vehicle Dealers License, Class II, MTM Auto, 207 E 

Broadway. Page 10 
 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
11515 - A Resolution of disapproval and opposition to the proposed Building Department 

fee increases. (Submitted by President Tyros.) Page 12 
 
 
APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE 
 
11474 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Laurie Wiita, to the position 

of Zoning Board Member, for term expiring January 22, 2028. Page 39 
 
11476 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Eric Flint, to the position of 

Planning Board Member, for term expiring January 7, 2028. Page 40 
 
11501 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Nicholas Summerhayes, to 

the position of Conservation Commission Member, for term expiring February 
13, 2028. Page 43 

 
11508 - A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Emma Chaitin, to the 

position of Board of Health Member for term expiring February 27, 2028. Page 
44 

 
 
 
XI.       UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
 
XII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
XIII. COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REMARKS 
 
XIV. CLOSING PRAYER 
 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 
  
Items listed on the Council Calendar are those reasonably anticipated by the Council President to be discussed at the meeting.  Not all 
items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 
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Regular Meeting of the City Council was held in the City Council Chamber, Room 219, City 
Hall, on Monday evening, February 3, 2025.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

President Geoge Tyros called the meeting to order at 7:30 o’clock p.m.  
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
 

City Clerk Titi Siriphan called the Roll of Members. Nine (9) Councillors were present 
including President George Tyros and Councillors Calvin Brooks, Craig Cormier, Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Brad Heglin, Elizabeth Kazinskas, and Judy Mack. 
Councillors David Thibault-Muñoz and Paul Tassone were absent. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Tyros led the Council in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

President Tyros announced to the assembly that the Open Meeting Recording and Public 
Records Announcement. Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session 
of a meeting or may transmit the meeting through any medium subject to reasonable 
requirements of the chair as to the number placement and operation of equipment used so as 
not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting. Any person intending to make such 
recordings shall notify the Chair forthwith. All documents and exhibits used or referenced at 
the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the chair as they become part of the meeting 
minutes pursuant to General Law Chapter 38 Section 20. 
 

READING & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 

On a motion made by Councillor Elizabeth Kazinskas and seconded by Councillor Dana 
Heath, it was voted, nine (9) yeas, President George Tyros and Councillors Calvin Brooks, 
Craig Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Brad Heglin, 
Elizabeth Kazinskas, and Judy Mack, to waive the reading and accept the minutes of 
December 2, 2024Regular Meeting. 
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PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
 
#11469 
Councillor Aleksander Dernalowicz informed the Council that this item was on the agenda 
once prior. He would like to amend the rules as follows: 
 
Add the following subsection to Rule 13, pertaining to standing committees: 
 “6. The Committee on Economic and Community Development, composed of three members, 
the first named member thereof to be Chair; this Committee shall have oversight of legislative 
matters associated with the following: Community Development.” 
Remove the following from Rule 13: 
 “Community Development and” under subsection 4 of this rule. 
Add the following to Rule 15, subsection 10, pertaining to the Council Agenda: 
“f. Economic Development” 
 
Copies of his request were also available for Council. 
 
Councillor Calvin Brooks proposed an amendment to the rules and submitted the following 
testimony: 
 
During the last City Council meeting discussion about adding an Economic and Community 
Development Committee to Rule 13, I indicated a preference for a rule like the following: 
 
City Council may from time to time create a special committee to meet a particular need or 
purpose. Members shall be appointed by the President and the President shall be an ex-officio 
member without voting rights. Each special committee shall end when its work is complete, 
but not later than two years after creation, unless City Council votes to continue the special 
committee for an additional two years. 
 
Two years is an arbitrary number. The length could be anything. Or .... 
 
..Each special committee shall end when its work is complete, but not later than the time 
limit established by City Council at its creation. City Council may vote to extend the life of 
the committee beyond its initial time limit. 
 
This proposal is trying to hold intact the City Council structure of four standing committees, 
which has worked so well and so successfully for so many years, with most councilors serving 
on one committee. It also provides easier flexibility when a particular need arises for City 
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Council to be more involved in a particular matter, that is, special committees can be created 
without a change in Council Rules. 
 
However, the discussion during the last meeting showed me that this City Council is leaning 
more toward the establishment of a sixth permanent committee. So at this time I am merely 
taking the opportunity to more clearly express my views, and to state that at this time I do not 
intend to make a motion to establish a special committee. 
 
On a motion made by Councillor Aleksander Dernalowicz and seconded by Councillor Judy Mack, it 
was voted on call of the roll, nine (9) yeas President George Tyros and Councillors Calvin Brooks, Craig 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Brad Heglin, Elizabeth Kazinskas, and 
Judy Mack, to approve the Council Rules as written by Councillor Aleksander Dernalowicz, A Proposal 
Relative to the Rules of the City Council – To add a Committee on Economic and Community 
Development to Rule 13 as well as to Amend the Order of Business in Rule 15. 
 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
#11479 
On a motion made by Councillor Brad Heglin and seconded by Councillor Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, it was voted to place on file, A Communication from the Mayor regarding the 
City's Health Insurance Payments and Trust Fund. 
 
9 yeas, motion passes. 
 
#11480 
On a motion made by Councillor Judy Mack and seconded by Councillor Dana Heath, it was 
voted on call of the roll, eight (8) yeas, President George Tyros and Councillors Calvin 
Brooks, Craig Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Elizabeth 
Kazinskas, and Judy Mack; one (1) abstain, Councillor Brad Heglin; to adopt the following 
order: 
 

VOTE 
 
That the City of Gardner (City) appropriate the amount of one-hundred thousand ($100,000) 
Dollars for the purpose of paying costs associated with a feasibility study and schematic 
design of a Roof Replacement Project at the Gardner Middle School, located at 297 Catherine 
Street, Gardner, MA 01440, including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto, 
and for which City may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building 
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Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of the School 
Committee. To meet this appropriation, the City Council, with the approval of the Mayor, is 
authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, or pursuant to 
any other enabling authority. The City acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a 
non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any 
project costs the City incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA 
shall be the sole responsibility of the City, and that the amount of borrowing authorized 
pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in the Project Funding 
Agreement that may be executed between the City and the MSBA; and that this vote be 
adopted as read. 
 
#11481 
On a motion made by Councillor Judy Mack and seconded by Councillor Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, it was voted to send to first printing, An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the 
City of Gardner, Chapter 171, thereof entitled Personnel, to add the position of Human 
Resources Manager to the Compensation Schedule. 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 68 OF THE CHAPTER 171 OF THE CODE OF 
THE CITY OF GARDNER, ENTITLED PERSONNEL COMPENSATION SCHEDULE 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARDNER AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1: Section 68 of Chapter 171 of the Code of the City of Gardner entitled Personnel 
Compensation Schedule, be amended by adding the following to said section of the code: 
B. Non-Union Direct and Supervisory Staff Positions 
 
Position                      Grade               Annual Weekly 
 
HR Manager                                      $63,316 
 
SECTION 2: This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as required by 
law. 
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE 

 
#11467 
On a motion made by Councillor Brad Heglin and seconded by Councillor Dana Heath, it 
was voted to confirm, A Measure Confirming the Mayor's Appointment of Scott Chatigny, to 
the position of Local Inspector, for term expiring December 19, 2027. 
 
9 yeas, motion passes. 
 
#11471 
On a motion made by Councillor Elizabeth Kazinskas and seconded by Councillor Dana 
Heath, it was voted to confirm, A Measure Confirming the City Clerk's Appointment of 
Jayen S. Kumar, to the position of Assistant City Clerk, for term expiring January 21, 2028. 
 
9 yeas, motion passes. 
 

UNFINISTHED BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
 

There were no Unfinished Business and Matters for Reconsideration. 
 

COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REMARKS 
 
Councillor Dana Heath would like to wish his mother a happy birthday. 
 
Councillor Calvin Brooks mentions that Puxatawney Phil has predicted 6 more weeks of 
winter, but there is a bright spot today. It is the start of spring training for the Red Sox, the 
American pastime.  
 
President George Tyros read a brief statement.  
“After about a month of operating with these new Council rules I want to take a moment to 
highlight the positive effects they have led on our Council operations. As we just saw 
tonight's agenda was clear and straight forward including only items that under undergone 
subcommittee review and were ready to be acted upon. For example, this evening's agenda 
included a time-sensitive item regarding the MSBA's accelerated roof repair program for the 
Middle School roof. In the past, the norm would have been for this to go on the council 
agenda where it would have either been referred to finance committee or because of the 
timeliness been asked for a vote right away. The rule change enables us for a direct 
assignment of this item to proper subcommittee. Once adequate information was submitted 
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by the Mayor and Department head. Without this change the only information the council 
would have had to work with for a six-figure appropriation would have been a single email 
from the school Department's Director of Finance and operations. However, the finance 
committee was able to ask questions, request information, and delve into the reasons why 
this appropriation was needed before bringing the item to the council for attention. All 
requests for appropriation deserve to be carefully reviewed and that responsibility grows 
with the size of the request. We as a council should be able to in a timely manner should be 
able to work on a deadline. This situation showed that an importantly showed the value of 
the new rules and procedures I want to highlight why this process is so important. At the 
Capital Improvement Planning Committee meeting on July 31st 2024, the School 
Department's Director of Finance operations, when asked to clarify the math behind the 
planned reimbursement for one-time funds for other in flight projects using Capital 
Improvement project funds of which the Middle School roof replacement is a part of, his 
response was evasive. He claimed it would quote “get into the nitty gritty” of school finances. 
It's on YouTube if anyone's interested. Getting into the nitty-gritty of our finances is exactly 
what I think our responsibility is to the taxpayer. We will be judicious in making sure that 
we have the proper information. Then we ask the right questions in order to make the best 
decisions possible for the city. We should all want this, and we should all work towards this. 
These updated council rules allow us to do that by functioning more transparently ourselves 
and fulfilling our duties of legislative over site as demonstrated here tonight. Past president 
Kazinskas in submitting these new rules package stated that her objective was to make our 
process more transparent, easier to understand, and allow for smooth operations. I think this 
has demonstrated that, so I want to commend Councillor Kazinskas. I want to commend the 
finance committee in particular councilors Mack and Dernalowicz, who worked on this item. 
It's why among many reasons with our vote tonight I will be appointing counselor Kazinskas 
to chair the New Economic Development subcommittee.” 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor Calvin Brooks, it was 
voted, to adjourn at 7:51 p.m. 
 
9 yeas, motion passes 
 
 

Accepted by the City Council:  



11466



11478



11478



RESOLUTION 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARDNER 
AS FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS: It has come to the attention of the City Council that the Building 
Commissioner has submitted a proposal to raise permit fees; and 

WHEREAS: Increased permit fees increase the cost of new building and 
renovation and can inhibit both; and 

WHEREAS: The costs of construction have already risen significantly for both 
residents businesses; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The City Council wishes to express its 
disapproval and opposition to the proposed fee increases. 
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Informal Meeting of the City Council was held in the City Council Chamber, Room 219, City 
Hall, on Monday, March 7, 2022. 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Council President Elizabeth Kazinskas called the meeting to order at 6:30 o’clock p.m.  
 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Eleven (11) Councillors were present including President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 
James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 
Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros and James Walsh. 
 
 

Others attending were Mayor Michael Nicholson; Fire Chief Greg Lagoy; Building 
Commissioner Roland Jean. 
 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
President Kazinskas announced to the assembly that the Open Meeting Recording and Public 
Records Announcement. Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session 
of a meeting or may transmit the meeting through any medium subject to reasonable 
requirements of the chair as to the number placement and operation of equipment used so as 
not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting. Any person intending to make such 
recordings shall notify the Chair forthwith. All documents and exhibits used or referenced at 
the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the chair as they become part of the meeting 
minutes pursuant to General Law Chapter 38 Section 20. 
 
 

President Kazinskas announced that the Informal Meeting was called regarding agenda items: 
 
10602 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Section 8, Chapter 390, 
Entitled “Fire Department Fee Schedule.” (In City Council and referred to Committee of the 
Whole 2/7/2022; More Time 2/22/2022) 
 
10603 – An Ordinance to Amend Sections of the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 390, 
Entitled “Fees.” (In City Council and referred to Committee of the Whole 2/7/2022; More Time 
2/22/2022) 
 
These items were posted publicly in the Finance Committee packet and City Council Regular 
Meeting packet one month ago on February 7, 2022 where the City council voted to meet as a 
Committee of the Whole on these items, which is our purpose for meeting this evening. City 
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Councillors and the public have had the opportunity to review, ask questions, and gather 
information regarding these items since they were posted on February 7th. A regular meeting 
will follow this meeting at 7:30 pm this evening which will give the Council the opportunity 
to vote on the items. Mayor Nicholson Fire Chief Greg Lagoy and Building Commissioner 
Roland Jean are here this evening and will be able to offer information and answer questions. 
 
The following presentation was presented to the Council by Mayor Nicholson. 
 
Building and Fire Department Fees: 

• The last time Building Department fees were addressed was 2007 
• Fire Department fees have not been addressed since 2008 
• Since then, there has be a 35.6% increase in inflation nationwide 
• According to the Department of Labor Statistics at the Federal Government level, this 

is something we are trying to keep up to date with 
• User based fees 
• Fees are capped by state law (Division of Local Services) 
• Increase in solar activity 
• Seeing a lot of growth and development in the city 
• It’s good practice to review fees every five years 

 
The Informal Meeting concluded at 6:52 p.m. 
 
Accepted by the City Council:  April 19, 2022 
 

11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



11515



REGULAR MEETING OF MARCH 7, 2022 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 1 of 6 
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Regular Meeting of the City Council was held in the Council Chambers, Room 219, City Hall, 
on Monday evening, March 7, 2022. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Council President Elizabeth Kazinskas called the meeting to order at 7:30 o’clock p.m. 

CALL OF THE ROLL 

City Clerk Titi Siriphan called the Roll of Members. Eleven (11) Councillors were present 
including Councillor James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, 
Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Elizabeth Kazinskas, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh.  

OPENING PRAYER 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the Opening Prayer. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 

President Kazinskas announced to the assembly that the Open Meeting Recording and Public 
Records Announcement. Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session 
of a meeting or may transmit the meeting through any medium subject to reasonable 
requirements of the chair as to the number placement and operation of equipment used so as 
not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting. Any person intending to make such 
recordings shall notify the Chair forthwith. All documents and exhibits used or referenced at 
the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the chair as they become part of the meeting 
minutes pursuant to General Law Chapter 38 Section 20. 

READING & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

On a motion made by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen 
Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh to waive the reading and 
accept the minutes as printed of the February 7, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes.  
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
#10620 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Aleksander Dernalowicz informed the 
Council that the Committee unanimously recommended to approve the order. This order 
will be used to renovate the fields between the High School and Middles School as well as 
updates to the girls’ softball field and Stedman field. These fields are also used by the flag 
teams, marching band, summer recreational program and local sport groups. The goal is to 
accommodate all softball, baseball practices and games. 
 
On a motion made by Councillor Aleksander Dernalowicz and seconded by Councillor 
Ronald Cormier, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth 
Kazinskas; Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, 
Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James 
Walsh; that the following Order ought to pass: 
 

 AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO SCHOOL ATHLETIC 
FIELD IMPROVEMENTS ACCOUNT.  

 
  ORDERED: That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of One 

Hundred Twenty-One Thousand Nine Hundred Five Dollars and No Cents 
($121,905.00) from Free Cash to the School Athletic Field Improvements 
Account. 

 
#10622 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Finance Committee were in favor of the ordinance to correct some parts of the 
ordinance. Department of Public Safety is now known as the Civilian Systems Manager and 
it was listed in the ordinance that they receive holiday pay, and they do not. The ordinance 
provides additional compensation to employees who are expected to work on holidays as part 
of their normal job performance. 
 
On a motion made by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, it was voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas; 
Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander 
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Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh; to 
send the following Ordinance to First Printing: 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER, 
SECTION 44 OF CHAPTER 171, ENTITLED “COMPENSATION IN LIEU OF 
PAID HOLIDAYS” 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARDNER 
THAT: 

 
SECTION 1: Section 44(A) of Chapter 171 of the Code of the City of Gardner, 
entitled “Compensation in Lieu of Paid Holidays: Police Department,” be 
amended by deleting the words “Civilian Systems Manager,” from the 
provisions of this section. 

 
SECTION 2: Section 44(A) of Chapter 171 of the Code of the City of Gardner, 
entitled “Compensation in Lieu of Paid Holidays: Police Department,” be 
amended by deleting the word “Captain” from the provisions of this section. 

 
SECTION 3: Section 44(B) of Chapter 171 of the Code of the City of Gardner, 
entitled “Compensation in Lieu of Paid Holidays: Fire Department,” be 
amended by deleting the words “Fire Alarm Superintendent” from the 
provisions of this section. 

 
SECTION 4: This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as 
required by law.  

 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
 
#10623 
Reporting for the Safety Committee Councillor Craig Cormier informed the Council that this 
ordinance amendment would remove two different chapters and combine them into one. 
The Building Commissioner Roland Jean, Board of Health Director Lauren Saunders and Fire 
Chief Greg Lagoy were in favor of the amendment. The ordinance had a few conflicting 
chapters. The new amendment would clarify any confusion, clarify what department is 
responsible for enforcement, and increase fines.  
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Councillor James Boone spoke in opposition. He questioned “director or his designee shall be 
the final binding on the parties.” He would like to know why one person gets to choose the 
refusal. 
 
Councillor George Tyros said when it comes to Public Service, the water bills, these matters 
that come before us have to do with public safety of the citizens. It comes down to the 
experts of the field, the Police Chief, Health Director, Building Commissioner, they know 
the laws and the safety standards that are needed to keep these buildings in order. He 
believes that the authority is rightly with the most capable hands of the city. 
 
On a motion made by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, 
it was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas; Councillors Nathan 
Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana 
Heath, George Tyros, and James Walsh; one (1) nay, Councillor James Boone; that the 
following Ordinance be sent to First Printing: An Ordinance to Amend the Code of The City 
of Gardner by Deleting Chapter 357, Entitled “Vacant and Abandoned Buildings,” and 
Chapter 493, Entitled “Nuisances,” and Adding a New Chapter 500 to be Entitled, “Blighted, 
Nuisance, Vacant, and Abandoned Properties,” Which Chapter Provides for Public Safety 
Measures for Blighted, Nuisance, Vacant, and Abandoned Properties, Prohibitions, and 
Penalties for Violation of the Chapter. 
 
#10624 
Reporting for the Safety Committee Councillor Craig Cormier informed the Council that this 
ordinance would codify an ordinance that the Governor put in place during the emergency 
measures from COVID-19. It has done well for the business during this time, and they would 
like to see it continue. 
 
On a motion made by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, 
it was voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas; Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen 
Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh; that the following 
Ordinance be sent to First Printing, An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner 
by adding a New Chapter 501 to be Entitled “Outdoor Restaurant Seating and Services,” 
Which Chapter Provides for Definition of Outdoor Dining Services, Licensing Procedures, 
and Hours of Operations. 
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#10625 
Reporting for the Safety Committee Councillor Craig Cormier informed the Council that this 
ordinance amendment is mainly “housekeeping.” The ordinance has not been reviewed for 
quite some time and it is out of sync with state laws. The fines are below what the state law 
recommends as well as language used.  
 
Councillor James Boone questioned §312-4 (a), Disposition of unclaimed dogs, states that 
“Any dog which is impounded and is not redeemed by the owner within the ten-day period 
of the confinement shall be made available for adoption in accordance with procedures 
established by the Gardner Police Department and the National Animal Control 
Association.” §312-4 (b) states, “Any unclaimed dog which is in custody of the Police 
Department shall be disposed of in accordance with MGL c. 140, §151A when each of the 
following criteria has been met: (1) The dog that was detained for a period of seven days.” 
 Councillor Boone stated that he was confused does not agree with the language of the 
ordinance.  
 
Mayor Nicholson informed the Council that “We have to hold a dog for a minimum of seven 
days to make sure that a dog is claimed by an owner. The owner can retake the dog after 
seven days. If the dog is unclaimed after seven days, the City can put the dog up for adoption. 
The reasoning for the ten days is that the Police Chief and the Board of Health have the 
authority to euthanize an unclaimed dog after 10 days. It is something normally done. They 
try to wait for two weeks before a dog is put up for adoption. The 10 days gives the owner a 
chance to claim the dog before putting it up for adoption.” 
 
On a motion made by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, 
it was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas; Councillors Nathan 
Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana 
Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh; one (1) nay, Councillor James Boone; 
that the following Ordinance be sent to First Printing, An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 312 
of the Code of the City of Gardner, Entitled “Animals.” 
 
#10626 
Reporting for the Safety Committee Councillor Craig Cormier informed the Council that this 
ordinance was originally put in place in the early 80s when arcades were becoming a rage. 
The city has never had a full-blown arcade and the ordinance has not been enforced.  
 
On a motion made by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, 
it was voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas; Councillors James 
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Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen 
Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh; that the following 
Ordinance be sent to First Printing, An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of 
Gardner by Deleting Chapter 318, Entitled Arcades. 
 

COUNCIL AS COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 
#10602 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas announced that there was an informal meeting earlier in the 
evening regarding items #10602 and #10603 with a presentation from Mayor Nicholson and 
additional information from Fire Chief Greg Lagoy and Building Commissioner Roland Jean. 
On a motion made by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor Judy Mack, it 
was voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas; Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen 
Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh; that the following 
Ordinance be sent to First Printing: An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of 
Gardner, Section 8, Chapter 390, Entitled “Fire Department Fee Schedule.” 
 
#10603 
On a motion made by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor Dana Heath, it 
was voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas; Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen 
Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh; that the following 
Ordinance be sent to First Printing: An Ordinance to Amend Sections of the Code of the City 
of Gardner, Chapter 390, Entitled “Fees.” 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in the Closing Prayer. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Craig Cormier, it 
was voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen 
Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh to adjourn at 7:57 p.m. 
 
Accepted by the City Council:  May 2, 2022 
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	02-03-2025 Regular Meeting Minutes.pdf
	On a motion made by Councillor Elizabeth Kazinskas and seconded by Councillor Dana Heath, it was voted, nine (9) yeas, President George Tyros and Councillors Calvin Brooks, Craig Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Brad Heglin,...
	PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC.
	#11469
	Councillor Aleksander Dernalowicz informed the Council that this item was on the agenda once prior. He would like to amend the rules as follows:
	Add the following subsection to Rule 13, pertaining to standing committees:
	“6. The Committee on Economic and Community Development, composed of three members, the first named member thereof to be Chair; this Committee shall have oversight of legislative matters associated with the following: Community Development.”
	Remove the following from Rule 13:
	“Community Development and” under subsection 4 of this rule.
	Add the following to Rule 15, subsection 10, pertaining to the Council Agenda:
	“f. Economic Development”
	Copies of his request were also available for Council.
	Councillor Calvin Brooks proposed an amendment to the rules and submitted the following testimony:
	During the last City Council meeting discussion about adding an Economic and Community Development Committee to Rule 13, I indicated a preference for a rule like the following:
	City Council may from time to time create a special committee to meet a particular need or purpose. Members shall be appointed by the President and the President shall be an ex-officio member without voting rights. Each special committee shall end whe...
	Two years is an arbitrary number. The length could be anything. Or ....
	..Each special committee shall end when its work is complete, but not later than the time limit established by City Council at its creation. City Council may vote to extend the life of the committee beyond its initial time limit.
	This proposal is trying to hold intact the City Council structure of four standing committees, which has worked so well and so successfully for so many years, with most councilors serving on one committee. It also provides easier flexibility when a pa...
	However, the discussion during the last meeting showed me that this City Council is leaning more toward the establishment of a sixth permanent committee. So at this time I am merely taking the opportunity to more clearly express my views, and to state...
	On a motion made by Councillor Aleksander Dernalowicz and seconded by Councillor Judy Mack, it was voted on call of the roll, nine (9) yeas President George Tyros and Councillors Calvin Brooks, Craig Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dan...
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	#10620
	Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Aleksander Dernalowicz informed the Council that the Committee unanimously recommended to approve the order. This order will be used to renovate the fields between the High School and Middles School as w...
	#10622
	Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that the Finance Committee were in favor of the ordinance to correct some parts of the ordinance. Department of Public Safety is now known as the Civilian Systems Mana...
	On a motion made by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor Aleksander Dernalowicz, it was voted viva voce, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas; Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksand...
	AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER, SECTION 44 OF CHAPTER 171, ENTITLED “COMPENSATION IN LIEU OF PAID HOLIDAYS”
	BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARDNER THAT:
	SECTION 1: Section 44(A) of Chapter 171 of the Code of the City of Gardner, entitled “Compensation in Lieu of Paid Holidays: Police Department,” be amended by deleting the words “Civilian Systems Manager,” from the provisions of this section.
	SECTION 2: Section 44(A) of Chapter 171 of the Code of the City of Gardner, entitled “Compensation in Lieu of Paid Holidays: Police Department,” be amended by deleting the word “Captain” from the provisions of this section.
	SECTION 3: Section 44(B) of Chapter 171 of the Code of the City of Gardner, entitled “Compensation in Lieu of Paid Holidays: Fire Department,” be amended by deleting the words “Fire Alarm Superintendent” from the provisions of this section.
	SECTION 4: This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as required by law.
	On a motion made by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas; Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hard...
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