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Date:  Thursday, August 15, 2024 
Time:  8:30 a.m. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT - Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting through 
any medium, subject to reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere 
with the conduct of the meeting.  Any person intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith.  All Documents referenced or 
used during the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the Chair, pursuant to the Open Meeting and Public Records Law.  All documents 
shall become part of the official record of the meeting. 
 

 
• 11211 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, to add a 

new Chapter 15 to be entitled “Agricultural Commission.” (In the City 
Council and Referred to Welfare Committee 3/18/2024; More Time 
4/1/2024, 4/16/2024, 5/6/2024, 5/20/2024, 6/3/2024, 6/17/2024, 7/1/2024) 
 

 
 

NOTICE:  The listing of Agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair which may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items 
listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.   
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June 13, 2024 

Chairwoman Judy Mack 
Welfare Committee  
And City Councilors  
Gardner City Hall, Rm. 121 
95 Pleasant St.  
Gardner, MA 01440  

RE: Item # 11211: An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, to add a new Chapter 15 to be 
entitled “Agricultural Commission”  

Dear Madam Chairwoman and Councilors,  

I am writing to provide my insight into the above-referenced ordinance amendment. Section 2. (a) of the 
proposed ordinance states the following… 

2. The Agricultural Commission shall have the authority to:
a. Investigate, study, and make recommendations concerning agricultural issues within the City of Gardner and
advise the Mayor, Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Conservation Commission, Board of Health,
Board of Assessors, and other local organizations on projects and activities.

It should be noted that the enforcement of agricultural uses within the city of Gardner is under the jurisdiction 
of the Building Department, specifically the Building Commissioner and Local Inspectors as outlined in section 
7 of chapter 40A of the general laws of the state of Massachusetts.   

Enforcement of nuisances caused by the odor associated with the spreading of manure, or noise in excess of the 
generally acceptable farming procedures would be the immediate jurisdiction of the Health Director or his/her 
designee.     

This is important to mention as there is no reference to communication between the Agricultural Commission 
and the Building or Health Departments in the proposed ordinance. I must stress the importance of initial and 
continued communication between the commission and the departments charged with enforcing the laws of the 
Commonwealth and ordinances of the City of Gardner.    
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Having provided the information above, I feel it is also important to mention that a well-run Agricultural 
Commission working closely with other commissions and departments, combined with a carefully thought-out 
agricultural plan is an import step in the right direction to continue moving Gardner forward. 

Please accept this communication as my support for the proposed amendment to the Code of the City of 
Gardner.    

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Zuppa, CBO 
Building Commissioner 
Zoning Enforcement Officer 
City of Gardner Building Department 
Phone: 978-630-4060  
Email: tzuppa@gardner-ma.gov 
115 Pleasant St. Rm. 101 Gardner, MA 01440  

C: Mayor Michael J. Nicholson 
C: Council President Elizabeth Kazinskas    
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CITY OF GARDNER 
OFFICE OF THE 

BOARD OF HEALTH ROOM 29, CITY HALL 
GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS 01440 

(978) 630-4013 
FAX (978) 632-4682 

June 13, 2024 

Chairwoman Judy Mack  
Welfare Committee  
And City Councilors  
Gardner City Hall, Rm. 121 
95 Pleasant St.  
Gardner, MA 01440 

Re: Item # 11211: An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, to add a new 
Chapter 15 to be entitled “Agricultural Commission”   

Dear Madam Chairwoman and Councilors, 

The Health Department supports, and is looking forward to the opportunity to participate in a 
coordinated effort to support local businesses and agriculture in the City of Gardner. 

Section VII of the ordinance identifies “Farmers Market oversight” and “Improving Access to 
Fresh Produce” as duties and responsibilities of the proposed commission.  It is the 
responsibility of the Local Board of Health to ensure a safe and wholesome food supply by 
enforcing state and local regulations related to food safety.  Food vendors at events like 
farmers markets, or suppliers of fresh produce, may be required to get a local Food 
Establishment permit from the Board of Health in accordance with state sanitary code 105 
CMR 590.  As such, it is important to establish clear and effective communication between 
the Agricultural Commission and the Health Department to ensure that all food vendors meet 
such requirements. 

Agricultural activities may also contribute to noise, odor, animal husbandry, zoning, and 
environmental concerns.  Enforcement of nuisances caused by noise and/or odors falls under 
the jurisdiction of the local Health Department.  Issues related to animal treatment, zoning, and 
environmental concerns would fall under the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission and 
Agent, Animal Control Officer, Building Commissioner, Planning Board, or Zoning Board.   

Thank you for your time and attention in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
For the Gardner Board of Health 

Micah Blondeau 
Director of Public Health 
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