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 City of Gardner, Massachusetts 
Office of the City Council 

~~~~~~~ 
CALENDAR FOR THE MEETING 

of 
MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 2022 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 

7:30 P.M. 
 

 
ORDER OF BUSINESS  

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. CALL OF THE ROLL OF COUNCILLORS 
 
III. OPENING PRAYER 
 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
V. ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETING RECORDINGS 
 

Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to reasonable 
requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting.  Any person 
intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith.  All documents and exhibits used or referenced at the meeting must be submitted in 
duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become part of the Meeting Minutes. 

 
VI. READING OF MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING(S) 
 
VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

  10740 – A Petition by National Grid and Verizon New England, Inc., Keyes Road – 
To relocate 1 Jointly Owned Pole on Keyes Road beginning at a point 
approximately 700 feet southeast of the centerline of the intersection of West 
Street. Relocate Pole #2 across the street to accommodate for bridge 
construction and upgrade to a 45 foot class 2. (In the City Council and 
Referred to Public Service Committee 7/5/2022; Public Hearing 8/1/2022) 

 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR  
  
 ORDERS 
 

10742 – An Order Transferring $29,000.00 from Maintenance Crew Salary and Wages 
to Vehicle Fuel Expenses. (Finance Committee) 

 
10743 – An Order Transferring $3,600.00 from Maintenance Crew Salary to Energy 

and Utilities Expenses. (Finance Committee) 
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ORDERS, continued 
 
10744 – An Order Transferring $7,000.00 from Maintenance Crew Salary to Street 

Lighting Expenses. (Finance Committee) 
  

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
10745 – A Measure Authorizing Acceptance of Donations and Gifts for Use by 

Gardner Fire Department. (Finance Committee) 
 
10746 – A Measure Authorizing Acceptance of Donations and Gifts for Use by 

Gardner Senior Center. (Finance Committee) 
 
10747 – A Measure Declaring Surplus for the Purpose of Disposal of Land and 

Buildings on Conant Street. (Finance Committee) 
 
10748 – Order of Taking for Land and Buildings by Eminent Domain at 94 Pleasant 

Street. (Finance Committee) 
 

10749 – A Notification from the Mayor Regarding “The VOTES Act” Chapter 92 of 
the Acts of 2022 Impact on Gardner. (Finance Committee) 

 
10750 – A Notification from the Mayor Regarding Fleet Status Update of the Gardner 

Fire Department. (Finance Committee; Safety Committee) 
 
10751 – A Notification from the Mayor Regarding Receipt of Medicaid 

Reimbursement Payment. (Finance Committee) 
 
10752 – A Notification from the Mayor Regarding the Transfer Station Revenue 

Trends. (Finance Committee; Safety Committee) 
 
10753 – A Notification from the Mayor Regarding FY2021 Free Cash Review. 

(Finance Committee) 
 
10754 – A Measure Authorizing Acceptance of Donations and Gifts for Use by 

Gardner Centennial Celebration. (Finance Committee) 
 
10755 – A Notification from the Mayor Regarding Air Quality Improvement at the 

Gardner Fire Department Headquarters. (Safety Committee) 
 
10756 – A Notification from the Mayor Regarding Station 1 Repair and Remediation 

Work. (Safety Committee) 
 
10757 – A Ruling from the Attorney General relative to an Open Meeting Law 

Complaint. (Finance Committee) 
 
10760 – A Measure Confirming the Police Officer Assignments to Polling Locations.  



 

Page 3 of 4 

 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
10758 – A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointments of Election Officers for 

2022-2023. (Appointments Committee) 
 
10761 – A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Nancy Binder to the 

position of Bandstand Committee Member, for term expiring July 25, 2025. 
(Appointments Committee) 

 
10762 – A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Edward Vipond to the 

position of Bandstand Committee Member, for term expiring July 25, 2025. 
(Appointments Committee) 

 
10763 – A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Donna Russo to the 

position of Bandstand Committee Member, for term expiring July 25, 2025. 
(Appointments Committee) 

 
10764 – A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Anne Hurst to the 

position of Disability Commission Member, for term expiring July 25, 2025. 
(Appointments Committee) 

 
10767 – A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Rocky to the position of 

Police K-9, as Member of the Gardner Police K-9 Unit, for a permanent term. 
(Appointments Committee) 

 
 

IX. PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC.  
  

10759 – A Measure Relative to the September 6, 2022, State Primary. (Finance 
Committee; Appointments Committee) 

 
10765 – An Open Meeting Law Complaint filed by Gregory Deehan. 
 
10766 – An Open Meeting Law Complaint filed by Gregory Deehan. (Public Safety) 

 
X.    REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES   
  

APPOINTMENTS 
 
10735 – A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Lorin Walter to the 

position of permanent Police Sergeant. (In the City Council and Referred to 
Appointments Committee 7/5/2022) 
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APPOINTMENTS, continued 
 
10736 – A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Paulette Burns to the 

position of Board of Assessors Member, for term expiring July 1, 2025. (In 
the City Council and Referred to Appointments Committee 7/5/2022) 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
10737 – An Ordinance to Amend Code of the City of Gardner, Section 44-171, 

Entitled “Compensation in Lieu of Paid Holidays.” (In the City Council and 
Referred to Finance Committee 7/5/2022) 

 
 10741 – A Measure to Elect a City Treasurer and City Collector of Taxes, 

effective August 19, 2022. (In the City Council and Referred to Finance 
Committee 7/5/2022) 

 
 10768 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 171, 

Section 68, Entitled “Compensation Schedule, Attachment A: Mayor, 
Attachment B: City Council, and Attachment D: School Committee.” 
(Submitted by Councillor Judy Mack) 

 
 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 

 10740 – A Petition by National Grid and Verizon New England, Inc., Keyes Road – 
To relocate 1 Jointly Owned Pole on Keyes Road beginning at a point 
approximately 700 feet southeast of the centerline of the intersection of West 
Street. Relocate Pole #2 across the street to accommodate for bridge 
construction and upgrade to a 45 foot class 2. (In the City Council and Referred 
to Public Service Committee 7/5/2022; Public Hearing 8/1/2022) 

 
XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
  
XII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
XIII. CLOSING PRAYER 
 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
  
 

Items listed on the Council Calendar are those reasonably anticipated by the Council President to be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed 
may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 



 
        

          CITY OF GARDNER 
          MASSACHUSETTS 01440-2630 

 
          OFFICE OF THE 

        CITY CLERK 
             Room 121, City Hall 
             Tel  (978) 630-4058 
             Fax (978) 630-2589 

 
                                                                                NOTICE TO ABUTTERS 
 

July 13, 2022 
 
TO ABUTTERS AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of M.G.L., c. 166, §22, you are hereby notified that a 
Public Hearing will be conducted on MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 2022 at 7:30 o'clock 
P.M. in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 95 Pleasant Street, Gardner, 
Massachusetts, upon the petition of Massachusetts Electric Company, d/b/a 
NATIONAL GRID and Verizon New England, Inc. for permission to locate poles, 
wires, and fixtures, including the necessary sustaining and protecting fixtures, under 
along and across the following public way: 
 

KEYES ROAD – To relocate 1 Jointly Owned Pole on Keyes Road beginning 
at a point approximately 700 feet southeast of the centerline of the intersection 
of West Street. Relocate Pole #2 across the street to accommodate for bridge 
construction and upgrade to a 45-foot class 2. 
 

A sketch of the proposed pole location is attached for your edification. 
 
 
      CITY COUNCIL OF GARDNER 
 

 
      By:  TITI SIRIPHAN 

City Clerk 
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ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF GARDNER 

50 Manca Drive, Gardner MA 01440 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert E. Oliva, City Engineer 
Telephone (978) 630-8195 

roliva@gardner-ma.gov 

 

PROJECT REVIEW MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Public Service Committee 

Cc:   Dane Arnold, DPW Director 
  Christine Harty, DPW Administrative Asst. 
  Titi Siriphan, City Clerk 

From:  Robert Oliva – City Engineer 

Date:  July 20, 2022 

Project: National Grid Pole Petition - City Council Item #10740 

 
 
National Grid has submitted a pole petition to relocate two poles on Keyes Road.  The following 
work is proposed: 

 Pole #2 will be moved from its current location on the west side of the road to a new 
location on the east side of the road with a new guy, all within the City right of way. 

 Pole #3 will be moved from the City right of way to be located on private property at 26 
Keyes Road.  National Grid has conveyed to me that the owner of 26 Keyes Road has 
agreed to an easement with them, and the easement is in the works. 

This work is necessary to accommodate the construction of the proposed Keyes Road culvert 
replacement.  I have reviewed the petition application, inspected the proposed locations, and 
have no comment on the petition at this time. 
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July 12, 2022 

 

Hon. Elizabeth J. Kazinskas, Council President  

 And City Councilors  

Gardner City Hall, Rm 121 

95 Pleasant St  

Gardner, MA 01440 

 

RE: FY2022 Appropriation Transfer Request – DPW Fuel Account   

 

 

Dear Madam President and Councilors,  

 

As the City Auditor’s Department has begun the process of closing out the 2022 Fiscal Year, 

they have begun the process of ensuring that all bills received at the end of the fiscal year are 

adequately accounted for.  

 

The Department of Public Works (“DPW”) received a bill for the final payment of the fiscal year 

which put the department’s fuel account into deficit by $29,000.  

 

Due to vacancies in the DPW during the previous fiscal year, there is adequate funding in the 

FY2022 salary appropriation to cover this expenditure.  

 

The General Laws require that the City Council vote to transfer monies from salary 

appropriations to expenditure appropriations.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 
Michael J. Nicholson 

Mayor, City of Gardner  
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July 12, 2022 

 

Hon. Elizabeth J. Kazinskas, Council President  

 And City Councilors  

Gardner City Hall, Rm 121 

95 Pleasant St  

Gardner, MA 01440 

 

RE: FY2022 Appropriation Transfer Request – DPW Energy and Utilities Account   

 

 

Dear Madam President and Councilors,  

 

As the City Auditor’s Department has begun the process of closing out the 2022 Fiscal Year, 

they have begun the process of ensuring that all bills received at the end of the fiscal year are 

adequately accounted for.  

 

The Department of Public Works (“DPW”) received a bill for the final payment of the fiscal year 

which put the department’s energy and utilities account into deficit by $3,600.00.  

 

Due to vacancies in the DPW during the previous fiscal year, there is adequate funding in the 

FY2022 salary appropriation to cover this expenditure.  

 

The General Laws require that the City Council vote to transfer monies from salary 

appropriations to expenditure appropriations.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 
 

Michael J. Nicholson 

Mayor, City of Gardner  
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July 12, 2022 

 

Hon. Elizabeth J. Kazinskas, Council President  

 And City Councilors  

Gardner City Hall, Rm 121 

95 Pleasant St  

Gardner, MA 01440 

 

RE: FY2022 Appropriation Transfer Request – DPW Street Lighting Account    

 

 

Dear Madam President and Councilors,  

 

As the City Auditor’s Department has begun the process of closing out the 2022 Fiscal Year, 

they have begun the process of ensuring that all bills received at the end of the fiscal year are 

adequately accounted for.  

 

The Department of Public Works (“DPW”) received a bill for the final payment of the fiscal year 

which put the department’s street lights account into deficit by $7,000.00.  

 

Due to vacancies in the DPW during the previous fiscal year, there is adequate funding in the 

FY2022 salary appropriation to cover this expenditure.  

 

The General Laws require that the City Council vote to transfer monies from salary 

appropriations to expenditure appropriations.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 
 

Michael J. Nicholson 

Mayor, City of Gardner  
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 Commonwealth of Massachusetts  
 

CITY OF GARDNER 
STATE PRIMARY ORDER 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2022 
 
  

That meetings of the citizens of this City qualified to vote in the State Primaries shall be 
held on TUESDAY, THE SIXTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2022, FROM 7:00 A.M. TO 8:00 
P.M. for the purpose of casting their votes in the State Primaries for the candidates of political 
parties for the following offices: 

 
  
 GOVERNOR……………………………………………...FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
 LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR…..………………………...FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
 ATTORNEY GENERAL.………………………………...FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
 SECRETARY OF STATE ...……………………………...FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
 TREASURER AND RECEIVER GENERAL..…………...FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
 AUDITOR…….…………………………………………...FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
 REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS………………………………..…..THIRD DISTRICT 
 COUNCILLOR…………………………………………………..……SEVENTH DISTRICT 
 SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT………..…..WORCESTER & MIDDLESEX DISTRICT 
 REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT…..…….SECOND WORCESTER DISTRICT 
 DISTRICT ATTORNEY…………………………..……………………MIDDLE DISTRICT 
 SHERIFF………………………………………..…….……………WORCESTER COUNTY 
  
  

 

 It is further ordered that the following polling places are designated by the City Council: 
 
 

  WARD 1, PRECINCT A – Elk’s Home, 31 Park Street 
  WARD 1, PRECINCT B – Elk’s Home, 31 Park Street 
  WARD 2, PRECINCT A – Levi Heywood Memorial Library, 55 West Lynde Street 
  WARD 2, PRECINCT B – Levi Heywood Memorial Library, 55 West Lynde Street 
  WARD 3, PRECINCT A – City Hall, Perry Auditorium, 95 Pleasant Street  
  WARD 3, PRECINCT B – City Hall, Perry Auditorium, 95 Pleasant Street 
  WARD 4, PRECINCT A – Police Headquarters, 200 Main Street 
  WARD 4, PRECINCT B – Police Headquarters, 200 Main Street 
  WARD 5, PRECINCT A – Polish American Club, 171 Kendall Pond Road W 
  WARD 5, PRECINCT B – Polish American Club, 171 Kendall Pond Road W 
 
 

BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 
TITI SIRIPHAN 

City Clerk 
 
 

     
VOTED: 
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Gregory Deehan 
PO Box 1960 
Gardner, MA 01440 
 
Re: Open Meeting Law Complaint 
 
Dear Mr. Deehan: 
 
The City Council is in receipt of your Open Meeting Law Complaint received on July 18, 2022.  
Whereas the deadline to respond to your Complaint is August 5, 2022, this response to your 
Complaint is timely. 
 
In response to your Complaint, the City Council states as follows.  Whereas it appears that a 
violation of the Open Meeting Law was committed by the Public Safety Committee, through 
discussion outside of an open meeting by Councillors James Boone and Karen Hardern regarding 
an item before the Committee, it does not constitute an Open Meeting Law violation of the City 
Council.  Councillors Boone and Hardern make up a quorum of the Public Safety Committee and 
not a quorum of the City Council. 
 
The City Council met to consider your Complaint at its meeting on August 1, 2022.  Based on 
the foregoing, the City Council has concluded that no violation of the Open Meeting Law 
occurred and will not be taking any further action in regard to your Complaint. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Kazinskas 
City Council President 
 

Cc: Michael Nicholson, Mayor  
Titi Siriphan, City Clerk 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office 
City of Gardner Law Department 
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        July 29, 2022 
 
To:  Gregory Deehan, the Gardner City Council, John Flick and the Massachusetts Attorney 
General’s Office 
 
Re:  Public Safety Committee Meeting 
City Council Chambers 
8:45 AM 
 
Present:  Councilor Craig Cormier, Councilor Karen Hardern, Councilor James Boone, City Clerk 
Titi Siriphan 
 
This meeting was recorded and held in response to the Open Meeting Law complaint received 
from Gregory Deehan on July 18th, 2022, against the Public Safety Committee and James Boone 
on 05/26/2022. 
 
The alleged violation was a comment made during the 5/26/2022 Public Safety Committee 
meeting that Councilor Boone made, stating that he had changed his mind on the legislation 
before the committee regarding powered scooters.   
 
In discussion with Councilor Harden and Councilor Boone, both were willing to admit that this 
conversation about the legislation before the committee had occurred outside of the meeting, 
which with 2 out of 3 councilors being involved made for a quorum.   
 
Confirming that this discussion had taken place, we moved on to the details of the discussion.  
The discussion was recalled as being at the Memorial Day parade attended by both counselors.  
Councilor Boone recalled telling Councilor Hardern he was against the legislation as written 
because he felt that the section limiting scooters from cemeteries should not be in it, as 
perhaps some citizens from our apartment housing may wish to use the scooters to visit 
gravesites.  Councilor Hardern recalled sharing that she felt it would be intrusive to others 
trying to visit the cemetery to have the scooters traveling through.  Councilor Boone then 
shared that perhaps the people visiting the cemetery would NOT be the ones using scooters.  
Both councilors did not recall any further conversation beyond this, and the discussion was 
limited to this instance. 
 
This discussion was held in the meeting and has now been entered into minutes and video 
available to the public, which should remedy the complaint involved.   
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JUNE 30, 2022 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Worcester County                         City of Gardner 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION 
                        
We elect Jennifer A. Dymek, to the position of City Treasurer and certify that in our opinion she is a person 
specially fitted by education, training, or experience to perform the duties of said office, and that we make 
this election solely in the interests of the City. 
 
        ______________________________ 

                                                                                                   President, City Council of Gardner 

Elected by the City Council -  
Term Effective -                            
               
                      ____________________________ 

                      Titi Siriphan, City Clerk 
 
Expires August 19, 2025 
              
   
 Worcester, ss., ______________________ 2022 

 

Then personally appeared the above named JENNIFER A. DYMEK and made oath that she would 

faithfully and impartially perform the duties of the office of CITY TREASURER according to law and 

the best of her abilities.    Before me, 

 
     ____________________________________ 
                      City Clerk 
Chapter 303 Acts of 1975 
and  
Chapter 409 Acts of 1983 
 
                                                                           Received _________________________ 
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July 14, 2022 
 
Ms. Elizabeth Kazinskas 
Council President 
95 Pleasant Street 
Gardner, MA 01440 
 
RE: Treasurer/Collector Position 
 
Dear Madam President: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to express my interest in keeping my position as Treasurer/Collector for the City of 
Gardner. 
 
The department has been working hard, over the last 3 years, to streamline activities.  I have implemented digital 
timesheets and digital payroll reporting, eliminating the need for reams of paper on a weekly basis.  I have also 
switched to online bank statements allowing us to receive statements at the end of the month and balance the month 
significantly sooner than previous years.  This also allows the Auditing Office to close their monthly books quickly. 
 
Since Jim Nicholson has retired, many of the duties that he used to perform have now fallen on my position.  I process 
files, from the Assessor, to create the real estate, personal property, and motor vehicle tax bills, prepare them for 
printing and mailing, upload the real estate file to the bank clearing houses for escrow payments, and upload onto the 
City’s website for payment.  I also process the electronic payment files from the bank clearing houses.   
 
Quarterly tax reporting is also part of this job now.  I process the 941, 941B, and 945 Federal Tax reports, the State 
Tax report, and the Division of Unemployment reports.  Weekly Federal and State tax payments are also required.  
Reporting and payment processing for the school meal tax and the golf cart sales tax is also done monthly. 
 
There is still much to accomplish in this position. I would like to implement electronic payroll direct deposit advices.  
This would allow employees to receive their pay information, to an email of their choosing, eliminating the printing of 
approximately 2000 advices monthly (which also need to be sorted and stuffed into envelopes).  I would also like to 
begin EFT payments to vendors.  This would also cut down on the amount of checks printed and mailed.  I’ll need to 
work with the IT Department to see if our version of Munis has the capability to do this. 
 
I truly enjoy my job and I’m lucky to have such a wonderful group of people working with me every day.  Tammy 
Tenney, Lisa Arseneau, and Phyllis Charters have immense knowledge and provide support which allows me to focus 
on my own tasks. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jennifer Dymek 
Treasurer/Collector 
 

           Jennifer A. Dymek

Current Term Certificate 10741
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDNER, SECTION 68 OF 
CHAPTER 171, ENTITLED COMPENSATION SCHEDULE, ATTACHMENT A: MAYOR, 
ATTACHMENT B: CITY COUNCIL, AND ATTACHMENT D: SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
 
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Gardner as follows:  
 
SECTION 1: Attachment A, entitled Mayor, of Section 68 of Chapter 171, entitled 
Compensation Schedule, be stricken in its entirety and replaced with the following:  
 

Exhibit A 
Mayor 

Position Annual Salary  
Mayor  Effective January 1, 2024 $97,196 
 Effective January 1, 2025 $102,196 
 Effective January 1, 2026 $107,196 

 
 
SECTION 2: Attachment B, entitled City Council, of Section 68 of Chapter 171, entitled 
Compensation Schedule, be stricken in its entirety and replaced with the following:  
 

Exhibit A 
City Council 

Position Annual Salary  
Council President  Effective January 1, 2024 $10,921.14 
 Effective January 1, 2025 $11,139.56 
 Effective January 1, 2026 $11,362.35 
City Councilor  Effective January 1, 2024 $7,472.52 
 Effective January 1, 2025 $7,621.97 
 Effective January 1, 2026 $7,774.41 

 
SECTION 3: Attachment D, entitled School Committee, of Section 68 of Chapter 171, entitled 
Compensation Schedule, be stricken in its entirety and replaced with the following:  
 

Exhibit D 
School Committee 

Position Annual Salary  
School Committee Member Effective January 1, 2024 $5,100.00 
(excluding Chairperson)  Effective January 1, 2025 $5,202.00 
 Effective January 1, 2026 $5,306.04 

 
SECTION 4: This ordinance take effect upon passage and publication as required by law.  
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